
Martin D18 Guitars for Sale: Finding the Perfect Used
Instrument

Martin D18 guitars have been a popular choice among musicians for many years. These guitars
are known for their exceptional sound quality, durability, and exquisite craftsmanship. However,
purchasing a brand new Martin D18 guitar can be expensive for some musicians. That's why
many music enthusiasts choose to buy used Martin D18 guitars, which offer several
advantages over brand new ones.

When you buy a used Martin D18 guitar, you can save a significant amount of money while
still getting a high-quality instrument. Additionally, older Martin D18 guitars are often highly
sought after due to their unique character and tonal qualities, making them a valuable addition
to any musician's collection. In this article, we will discuss the advantages of buying used Martin
D18 guitars, as well as provide tips for finding the perfect instrument.

Factors to Consider When Buying Used Martin D18 Guitars

When buying a used Martin D18 guitar, there are important factors to consider to ensure that

                               1 / 7

https://amartin.store/


you get a quality instrument. One of the most crucial factors to consider is the condition of the
guitar. It's essential to inspect the guitar for any signs of wear and tear, such as cracks, dents,
scratches, and warping.

Another important factor to consider is the authenticity of the guitar. There are many counterfeit
Martin D18 guitars in the market, and it's crucial to verify the guitar's authenticity before making
a purchase. Some of the things to look out for include the serial number, the logo, and the
design of the guitar.

It's also important to consider the age of the guitar. Vintage Martin D18 guitars are highly sought
after by collectors and can fetch high prices. However, older guitars may have more wear and
tear, and their sound quality may not be as good as newer guitars.

The type of wood used in the construction of the guitar is another crucial factor to consider. The
Martin D18 is traditionally made with mahogany wood, which is known for its warm, rich tones.
It's essential to ensure that the guitar's wood is in good condition and has not been damaged or
warped over time.

Finally, it's important to consider the guitar's playability. A guitar that is difficult to play or has
poor intonation may require expensive repairs, which can add to the overall cost of the
instrument. It's crucial to ensure that the guitar is comfortable to play and has a good sound
quality.

Best Places to Find Used Martin D18 Guitars

When looking for a used Martin D18 guitar, it can be difficult to know where to start.
Fortunately, there are several options available for finding a used Martin D18 that fits your
needs and budget.

One of the best places to start your search is at local music stores or guitar shops. These stores
often have a selection of used guitars available, and the staff may be able to provide expert
advice on choosing the right instrument. You can also try checking out online marketplaces
such as Reverb or eBay, which offer a wide selection of used guitars at various price points.

Another option is to attend guitar shows or music festivals, which often have vendors selling
used instruments. This can be a great opportunity to try out a variety of guitars and talk to
knowledgeable sellers about the specifics of each instrument.

Lastly, you can also try searching classified ads in local newspapers or online classified
websites. While this option may require a bit more legwork, it can often lead to finding hidden
gems at lower prices.

When searching for a used Martin D18 guitar, it's important to take the time to research and
compare options before making a purchase. By exploring multiple avenues for finding a used
guitar, you'll have a better chance of finding the perfect instrument for your needs and budget.
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How to Inspect a Used Martin D18 Guitar

When buying a used Martin D18 guitar, it's essential to inspect the instrument thoroughly to
ensure its quality. Here are some steps to follow when inspecting a used Martin D18 guitar:

1. Check the overall condition of the guitar: Look for any scratches, dents, cracks, or chips
in the finish, body, and neck of the guitar. These issues can affect the sound quality and
playability of the instrument.

2. Check the neck and frets: Inspect the neck for any warping or bending. Run your fingers
along the frets to check for any sharp edges or unevenness that can affect intonation
and playability.

3. Check the action: The action refers to the height of the strings above the fretboard.
Check if it's too high or too low, as it can affect the playability and sound quality of the
instrument.

4. Check the tuning pegs: Check the tuning pegs to ensure they are in good working
condition and hold the strings in tune.

5. Check the electronics: If the guitar has electronics, ensure that they are in good working
condition and don't produce any unwanted noise.

6. Play the guitar: Play the guitar to test its sound quality and playability. Pay attention to
the sound projection, sustain, and tonal characteristics.

7. Get a second opinion: If you're not confident in your ability to inspect a guitar, bring a
knowledgeable friend or a guitar technician with you to help you make an informed
decision.

By following these steps, you can ensure that you're getting a high-quality used Martin D18
guitar that's worth your investment.

Price Range for Used Martin D18 Guitars

When it comes to purchasing a Martin D18 guitar, deciding whether to buy a new or used
instrument is an important consideration. While buying a new guitar comes with the advantage
of a pristine condition and the latest features, a used guitar can offer significant savings and the
potential to own a high-quality instrument at a more affordable price point.

The price range for a used Martin D18 guitar can vary depending on the guitar's age, condition,
and provenance. Generally speaking, a used Martin D18 can cost between $1,500 and $3,000,
although some vintage models can fetch significantly higher prices. In comparison, a new Martin
D18 guitar can cost upwards of $2,500. By opting for a used Martin D18 guitar, buyers can
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potentially save several hundred dollars, which can be put towards other musical equipment or
accessories.

It is important to note that while purchasing a used Martin D18 guitar can save money, it is
crucial to do your research and ensure that the guitar is in good condition. A guitar that is in
poor condition may require costly repairs, which could offset any initial savings. When buying a
used Martin D18 guitar, it is important to consider the guitar's age, history, and condition.

To ensure the quality of the guitar, buyers should inspect the guitar for any signs of damage or
wear and tear. This can include checking the neck, frets, and tuning machines for any signs of
damage or misalignment. Additionally, buyers should play the guitar to test the sound quality
and feel of the instrument. It is also recommended to ask the seller for a history of the guitar,
including any repairs or modifications that have been made.

Overall, the price range for a used Martin D18 guitar can offer buyers significant savings while
still providing access to a high-quality instrument. However, it is important to carefully consider
the condition and history of the guitar before making a purchase to ensure that it meets your
needs and expectations.

Reviews of Used Martin D18 Guitars

When looking for a used Martin D18 guitar, it is always a good idea to check the reviews of the
specific instrument you are interested in. Fortunately, there are many online resources that can
provide you with reviews from experts and users alike.

Experts' Reviews

Expert reviews can be found on websites such as Guitar World, Acoustic Guitar Magazine, and
Music Radar. These reviews often provide a detailed analysis of the guitar's build quality, tonal
characteristics, and overall value for money. They also compare the guitar to other guitars in its
class, helping you understand how it stacks up against the competition.

Users' Reviews

User reviews can be found on websites such as Reverb, Guitar Center, and Amazon. These
reviews are written by people who have bought and played the guitar, so they can provide
valuable insights into the instrument's playability, durability, and sound quality. They can also
provide useful tips and tricks for getting the most out of your guitar.

Pros and Cons

When reading reviews of used Martin D18 guitars, it is important to consider both the pros and
cons. Some common pros of the Martin D18 include its rich and balanced tone, excellent
projection, and high-quality build. Some common cons include its relatively high price tag and its
tendency to be heavier than other guitars in its class.
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Comparison to Other Guitars in Its Class

When reading reviews of used Martin D18 guitars, it is also important to compare the guitar to
other guitars in its class. Some guitars that are often compared to the Martin D18 include the
Gibson J-45, Taylor 314ce, and Martin D-28. By comparing the Martin D18 to these guitars, you
can get a better understanding of its unique characteristics and how it stacks up against the
competition.

Overall, reviews of used Martin D18 guitars can be a valuable resource when looking for the
perfect instrument. By reading expert and user reviews, considering the pros and cons, and
comparing the guitar to other guitars in its class, you can make an informed decision and find
the guitar that is right for you.

Maintenance of Used Martin D18 Guitars

When it comes to buying a used Martin D18 guitar, maintenance is crucial to ensuring its
longevity and playability. Proper maintenance can also help preserve its value over time. In this
section, we will discuss some important tips for maintaining your used Martin D18 guitar.
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First and foremost, it's important to keep your guitar clean. This means wiping it down after each
use to remove sweat, dirt, and oils that can build up on the guitar's finish and hardware. To
clean your guitar, use a soft cloth or microfiber towel to gently wipe down the body, neck, and
strings. For more stubborn grime or dirt buildup, you can use a slightly damp cloth or a guitar-
specific cleaner.

Another important aspect of maintenance is to keep your guitar properly humidified. This is
especially important if you live in a dry climate or if you store your guitar in a room with low
humidity. Martin guitars are made from solid wood, which can crack and warp if exposed to dry
conditions for extended periods. To avoid this, it's important to use a humidifier to maintain the
proper humidity levels for your guitar. You can purchase a soundhole humidifier or a room
humidifier to achieve this.

Additionally, it's important to keep your guitar properly stored when not in use. This means
storing it in a case or gig bag to protect it from dust, moisture, and potential physical damage.
Make sure the guitar is properly supported and not resting on its neck or headstock.

Lastly, it's important to have your guitar professionally serviced on a regular basis. This includes
having the guitar's neck and frets checked and adjusted as needed, as well as having the
guitar's hardware and electronics inspected and serviced. A professional luthier can ensure that
your guitar is properly set up and adjusted to play at its best.

By following these maintenance tips, you can help ensure that your used Martin D18 guitar
stays in great condition for years to come. Proper maintenance can also help protect your
investment and ensure that your guitar retains its value over time.

Conclusion

In conclusion, buying a used Martin D18 guitar can be an excellent option for musicians looking
for a high-quality instrument without breaking the bank. Throughout this article, we have
discussed the advantages of buying used instruments and provided a comprehensive guide on
finding the best used Martin D18 guitar for your needs.

We highlighted the importance of considering factors such as the condition and authenticity of
the guitar when making a purchase, as well as the best places to find used Martin D18 guitars
and how to properly inspect them. We also discussed the price range for used Martin D18
guitars and compared it to the price range for new instruments, emphasizing the significant
savings that can be made by purchasing used.

Moreover, we explored the reviews of used Martin D18 guitars from experts and users,
comparing them to other guitars in their class and highlighting their pros and cons. Finally, we
discussed the proper maintenance of used Martin D18 guitars and provided tips for prolonging
their lifespan.

Overall, the Martin D18 guitar is a high-quality instrument that produces a warm, balanced tone
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and is suitable for a wide range of playing styles. By following our guide and considering the
factors we have discussed, you can find the perfect used Martin D18 guitar to suit your musical
needs and budget.
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