
Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe: A Versatile Guitar for Every
Music Genre

The Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe is an exceptional acoustic guitar that has gained a reputation
for its versatility and outstanding sound quality. As a modernized version of the iconic Martin
D-28, this guitar boasts several unique features that make it stand out from its peers. It's a
guitar that caters to both professional musicians and amateurs alike, and is a favorite among
bluegrass and country players, as well as those who prefer fingerstyle playing.

One of the standout features of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is its unique combination of
traditional and modern design elements. It has a classic dreadnought body shape, which
provides a powerful and dynamic sound projection, while the use of modern technology and
materials ensure that it offers enhanced playability and reliability.

In this article, we will take a closer look at the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe, its specifications,
sound quality, price, reviews, buying guide, and maintenance. Whether you are a seasoned
musician or just starting out, this article will provide you with all the information you need to
make an informed decision when considering the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe.

Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Specs

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has a classic dreadnought body shape, which measures 20
inches in length and 16 inches in width at its widest point. The top of the guitar is made of
Adirondack spruce, which is a rare and highly sought-after wood known for its bright and
powerful tone. The back and sides of the guitar are made of East Indian rosewood, which adds
warmth and depth to the sound.

The neck of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is made of mahogany and features a low oval
profile that provides excellent playability. The fingerboard is made of ebony and has a 16-inch
radius, making it comfortable to play for extended periods of time. The guitar also features a
modified low oval neck shape that is designed to provide comfort and ease of play.

The hardware and electronics of the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe are also noteworthy. The
guitar features a set of open-gear tuners with butterbean knobs that provide precise and stable
tuning. The bridge is made of ebony and features a modern belly shape, which provides a
comfortable playing experience.

The guitar is also equipped with Fishman Aura VT Enhance electronics, which allow you to
amplify the guitar's sound while maintaining its natural tone. The electronics include a volume
and tone control, as well as a phase switch, which helps to eliminate feedback and unwanted
noise. Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a well-crafted and versatile guitar that is
suitable for a wide range of playing styles and genres.
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Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Sound Quality

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is widely recognized for its rich and balanced sound. With its
solid Sitka spruce top and East Indian rosewood back and sides, the guitar delivers a warm,
resonant tone that is both articulate and responsive. The guitar's forward shifted X-bracing and
scalloped braces contribute to its superior projection and volume, making it an ideal choice for
both fingerstyle playing and flatpicking.

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe's sound is further enhanced by its unique bracing pattern,
known as the "Vintage Deluxe," which features a combination of hand-scalloped, forward-shifted
X-bracing and modern manufacturing techniques. This bracing system allows for greater
resonance and tonal balance across the entire range of the instrument, resulting in a rich, full-
bodied sound with exceptional sustain and projection.

In addition to its tonal qualities, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is also highly versatile, making it
suitable for a wide range of playing styles and musical genres. Whether you are a fingerstyle
player, a flatpicker, or a strummer, this guitar can deliver the sound and performance you need.

Compared to other guitars in its class, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe stands out for its superior
sound quality and versatility. Its rich, full-bodied sound and exceptional projection make it a
popular choice among professional musicians, while its versatility and ease of play make it an
excellent option for hobbyists and beginners alike. Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a
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guitar that truly delivers on its promise of exceptional sound and performance.

Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Price

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a high-end guitar that delivers exceptional sound quality and
craftsmanship. With its top-of-the-line features and materials, it comes as no surprise that it
comes with a relatively high price tag.

The price range for a Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe varies depending on several factors,
including the year of manufacture, the condition of the guitar, and the location where it's being
sold. On average, a brand new Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe costs around $4,999. However,
prices can range from $4,299 to $5,799, depending on the seller and the region.

Although the price might seem steep, it's important to remember that you're investing in a high-
quality instrument that's built to last. Additionally, if you take good care of your Martin D-28
Modern Deluxe, it will retain its value over time. In fact, many vintage Martin guitars are highly
sought after by collectors and can fetch exorbitant prices at auctions.

When compared to other guitars in its class, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is priced similarly
to other high-end models from renowned brands like Taylor, Gibson, and Collings. In terms of
value for money, it's hard to beat the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe. While it may be expensive,
the exceptional build quality, premium materials, and superior sound make it a worthwhile
investment for serious musicians and collectors alike.

Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Reviews

The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has received high praise from both experts and users alike.
Many reviewers note the exceptional tonal balance and projection of the guitar, as well as its
versatility across various genres.

Guitar World gave the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe a perfect 10/10 score, calling it "a masterful
reinvention of the classic dreadnought." The review praised the guitar's balanced tone, noting
that "each note is clearly defined and present, with nothing masking anything else."

Acoustic Guitar also gave the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe high marks, stating that "the guitar’s
tone is everything you’d expect from a D-28, but with a bit of extra shimmer on top." The review
also noted the guitar's comfortable playability and impressive electronics.

Users have also been impressed with the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe. Many have praised its
versatility, noting that it sounds great with both strumming and fingerpicking. The guitar's build
quality and attention to detail have also received high marks.

However, some reviewers have noted that the guitar's price point may be a barrier for some
buyers. While the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is certainly an investment, many users argue that
its quality and versatility make it worth the price.
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Overall, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has received overwhelmingly positive reviews, with
many users and experts agreeing that it's one of the best guitars on the market today. Its
exceptional tone and versatility make it an ideal choice for players of all levels and styles.

Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Buying Guide

When buying a Martin D 28 Modern Deluxe, there are several factors to consider to ensure
you get the best deal and the perfect guitar for your playing needs. Here are some of the key
factors to consider:

1. Condition: As with any used or new guitar, the condition of the Martin D-28 Modern
Deluxe is important. Check for any scratches, dings, or damage to the body, neck, or
headstock. Be sure to play the guitar to check for any buzzing or other issues.

2. Wood type: The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe features a solid Sitka spruce top and East
Indian rosewood back and sides. Consider the sound characteristics of these woods and
whether they are suitable for your playing style and the type of music you play.

3. Neck shape: The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe has a modified low oval neck shape with a
high-performance taper, which is designed to provide comfort and easy playability. Make
sure the neck shape and size feel comfortable for your hands and playing style.

4. Electronics: The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe comes equipped with Fishman Aura VT
Enhance electronics, which provides a natural and dynamic amplified sound. If you plan
to play live or record, consider whether you need electronics and if the Fishman Aura VT
Enhance is suitable for your needs.

5. Brand reputation: Martin is a well-respected and established guitar brand with a
reputation for producing high-quality instruments. Consider the brand reputation and
history when making your purchase.

6. Budget: The Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a premium guitar with a premium price tag.
Consider your budget and whether the guitar is within your price range. If not, consider
purchasing a used Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe or a different model that meets your
needs and budget.

By considering these factors, you can ensure you find the perfect Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe
for your playing needs and budget. Be sure to take your time and try out several guitars before
making your purchase.

Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe Maintenance

Proper maintenance of your Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe guitar is essential to ensure its
longevity and optimal performance. Here are some tips for taking care of your guitar:
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1. Keep it clean: Regularly wipe down your guitar with a clean, dry cloth to remove dust
and sweat. Use a slightly damp cloth to clean the fretboard, but make sure to dry it
thoroughly afterwards. Avoid using abrasive cleaning agents or chemicals that can
damage the finish or wood.

2. Store it properly: Store your guitar in a dry and cool place away from direct sunlight,
extreme temperatures, and humidity. A hard-shell case is recommended for long-term
storage, and you should avoid leaning your guitar against walls or furniture.

3. Change strings regularly: Old strings can sound dull and cause intonation issues.
Change your guitar strings every few months, or more frequently if you play regularly.

4. Adjust the truss rod: Over time, changes in temperature and humidity can cause the
neck to bow or warp, affecting the playability of the guitar. If you notice any issues with
the action or intonation, consult a professional to adjust the truss rod.

5. Keep it hydrated: Martin guitars are made of solid wood, and changes in humidity can
cause the wood to expand or contract, leading to cracking or warping. Use a humidifier
in dry environments to maintain the optimal humidity level for your guitar.

6. Check for damage: Regularly inspect your guitar for any signs of damage or wear, such
as cracks, loose parts, or warped wood. If you notice anything unusual, bring your guitar
to a professional for repair.

By following these simple maintenance tips, you can keep your Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe in
top condition and enjoy its beautiful sound for years to come.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe is a highly versatile and high-quality guitar
suitable for all genres of music. With its unique features, exceptional sound projection, and
durability, it is no surprise that it has become a popular choice among guitar players.

When looking for a Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe, it is important to consider factors such as the
body shape and size, wood type, neck and fingerboard, hardware and electronics, and of
course, price. With proper maintenance and care, this guitar can last a lifetime.

Reviews from experts and users have consistently highlighted the guitar's tonal characteristics,
impressive sound projection, and comfortable playability. Its value for money has also been
emphasized, especially when compared to other guitars in its class.

When purchasing a Martin D-28 Modern Deluxe, be sure to do your research, consider all the
important factors, and look for the best deal possible. With the right guitar in hand, the
possibilities for musical expression are endless.
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