
The Martin OM-45: A Guitar that Redefines Luxury and
Elegance

The Martin OM 45 is a highly coveted acoustic guitar that has earned a reputation as a luxury
instrument among guitar enthusiasts and collectors. Its history dates back to the 1930s when
the Martin Guitar Company introduced the OM model, which was designed to offer a balance
between the volume and projection of a dreadnought and the articulation and tonal clarity of a
smaller guitar.The OM-45 is the top-of-the-line model in Martin's OM series and is considered to
be one of the most prestigious and expensive acoustic guitars in the world. Its exquisite
craftsmanship and ornate design make it a true work of art, while its premium tonewoods and
exceptional sound quality make it a top choice for serious musicians and collectors.

One of the most notable features of the Martin OM-45 is its intricate pearl inlay work, which is
handcrafted by skilled artisans and features intricate designs on the guitar's headstock,
fingerboard, and bridge. The guitar's premium tonewoods, including Indian rosewood, Sitka
spruce, and ebony, contribute to its rich, warm tone and exceptional resonance.Overall, the
Martin OM-45 represents the pinnacle of Martin's guitar-making artistry, combining exceptional
sound quality with unparalleled beauty and craftsmanship. Its reputation as a luxury instrument
has made it a highly sought-after guitar among collectors and serious musicians alike, and it
continues to inspire players and enthusiasts around the world.
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Martin OM-45 Design

The Martin OM-45 is a true masterpiece of guitar design, featuring a combination of premium
tonewoods, intricate pearl inlay work, and exceptional attention to detail. Here are some of the
key design features of the Martin OM-45:

1. Body Size and Shape: The OM-45 has a smaller and more narrow body than a
dreadnought, which makes it more comfortable to play for extended periods. It has a
unique shape that is wider at the lower bout and narrower at the upper bout, with a
depth of 4 1/8 inches. This design allows for a balanced and articulate sound with a
warm, rich tone.

2. Premium Tonewoods: The OM-45 is crafted from the finest tonewoods, including Indian
rosewood for the back and sides, and Sitka spruce for the top. The neck is made from
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select mahogany, while the fingerboard and bridge are crafted from ebony. These
tonewoods contribute to the guitar's exceptional sound quality and resonance.

3. Ornate Pearl Inlay: One of the most notable design features of the OM-45 is its intricate
pearl inlay work, which is handcrafted by skilled artisans. The guitar's headstock,
fingerboard, and bridge are adorned with intricate designs that are both beautiful and
functional, providing visual cues for players as they navigate the fretboard.

4. Binding and Purfling: The OM-45 features extensive binding and purfling work, which
adds to its overall aesthetic appeal and helps to protect the guitar's edges and seams.
The guitar's top and back are bound in grained ivoroid, while the sides are bound in a
multilayered herringbone pattern.

5. Finish: The OM-45 is finished in a high-gloss lacquer that enhances the beauty of the
guitar's tonewoods and pearl inlay work. The finish is carefully applied and hand-
polished to create a mirror-like shine that adds to the guitar's overall elegance and
luxury.

Overall, the Martin OM-45 is a true masterpiece of guitar design, featuring premium tonewoods,
exceptional craftsmanship, and ornate pearl inlay work. Its unique body shape and smaller size,
combined with its exceptional sound quality and exquisite beauty, make it a top choice for
serious musicians and collectors.

Martin OM-45 Sound

The Martin OM 45 is known for its exceptional sound quality, tonal range, and playability. Here
are some of the key factors that contribute to its unique sound:

1. Tonewoods: The OM-45's premium tonewoods, including Indian rosewood and Sitka
spruce, contribute to its rich, warm tone and exceptional resonance. The guitar's top is
made from Sitka spruce, which is known for its responsiveness and ability to produce a
wide range of tones. The back and sides are made from Indian rosewood, which adds
depth and complexity to the guitar's sound.

2. Body Shape: The OM-45's unique body shape and smaller size contribute to its
balanced and articulate sound. The narrower body and wider lower bout produce a
focused and defined sound with a warm, rich tone. This makes the guitar well-suited for
fingerstyle playing, as well as flatpicking and strumming.

3. Bracing: The OM-45 features Martin's X-bracing pattern, which is designed to provide a
balance of volume, sustain, and clarity. This bracing pattern helps to prevent unwanted
overtones and allows the guitar's natural tone to shine through.

4. Playability: The OM-45's smaller body size and unique shape make it comfortable to

                               3 / 7



play for extended periods. The guitar's neck is also designed for easy playability, with a
comfortable profile that allows for fast and fluid fretting.

Overall, the Martin OM-45 is known for its exceptional sound quality and tonal range, with a
warm, rich tone that is well-suited for a variety of playing styles. Its premium tonewoods, unique
body shape, and comfortable playability make it a top choice for serious musicians and
collectors who demand the best in acoustic guitar sound and performance.

The Martin OM-45 Price and Value

The Martin OM-45 is one of the most expensive and highly sought-after acoustic guitars on the
market, with a price range that can vary widely depending on the guitar's age, condition, and
provenance. Here are some of the key factors that can affect the price of a Martin OM-45:

1. Age: The age of a Martin OM-45 can greatly affect its price. Vintage OM-45 guitars from
the 1930s and 1940s are highly coveted by collectors and can fetch prices in the
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

2. Condition: The condition of a Martin OM-45 is also an important factor in determining its
value. Guitars that are in excellent condition, with no major scratches or damage, are
worth more than those that show signs of wear and tear.

3. Provenance: The provenance of a Martin OM-45 can also affect its value. Guitars that
have a documented history, such as those owned by famous musicians or used in
historic recordings, are more valuable than those with an unknown history.

On average, a new Martin OM-45 can cost upwards of $60,000, while vintage models can sell
for hundreds of thousands of dollars. Despite its high price tag, the Martin OM-45 is considered
a valuable investment, as its rarity and exceptional sound quality make it highly sought-after by
serious musicians and collectors.

It is important to note that purchasing a Martin OM-45 is a significant investment and requires
careful consideration. It is recommended to buy from reputable dealers or sellers with a proven
track record of selling authentic instruments. Additionally, it is important to have the guitar
inspected by a professional before making a purchase to ensure its authenticity and condition.

Martin OM-45 Availability

The Martin OM-45 is a highly sought-after guitar, and as such, it is not widely available in the
market. Here are some of the ways to find and purchase a Martin OM-45:

1. Authorized Martin Dealers: Martin Guitar has a network of authorized dealers who sell
their guitars, including the OM-45. These dealers are trained to provide expert advice
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and service, and they can help you find the right guitar for your needs. You can search
for an authorized Martin dealer on the Martin Guitar website.

2. Reputable Resellers: There are also reputable resellers who specialize in vintage and
high-end guitars, including the Martin OM-45. These resellers often have a wide
selection of guitars to choose from and can provide expert advice on purchasing and
maintaining the guitar. Some reputable resellers include Elderly Instruments and The
Music Emporium.

3. Online Marketplaces: Online marketplaces such as Reverb and Guitar Center also offer
new and used Martin OM-45 guitars for sale. These marketplaces often have a wide
selection of guitars to choose from and can offer competitive pricing. However, it is
important to exercise caution when purchasing from online marketplaces and to
thoroughly research the seller before making a purchase.

4. Secondhand Markets: The Martin OM-45 is a rare and valuable guitar, and as such, it
can be found in the secondhand market. Online marketplaces such as Craigslist and
Facebook Marketplace can offer used guitars for sale, but it is important to exercise
caution and thoroughly research the seller before making a purchase.

When purchasing a Martin OM-45, it is important to be aware of the potential for counterfeit
instruments. It is recommended to purchase from reputable dealers or resellers, and to have the
guitar inspected by a professional to ensure its authenticity before making a purchase. The
price range for a new Martin OM-45 is typically upwards of $60,000, while vintage models can
sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars.
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Maintenance and Care

The Martin OM-45 is a valuable and highly sought-after guitar, and proper maintenance and
care are essential to ensure its longevity and preserve its value. Here are some tips on how to
care for and maintain your Martin OM-45:

1. Store your guitar properly: Proper storage is essential to protect your Martin OM-45 from
damage. Keep your guitar in a hardshell case or a temperature and humidity-controlled
environment when not in use.

2. Clean your guitar regularly: Regular cleaning is important to keep your guitar in good
condition. Use a soft cloth to wipe down the guitar after each use, and use a guitar-
specific cleaning solution to remove dirt and grime from the body and neck.
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3. Check and maintain the strings: Strings should be changed regularly to ensure optimal
sound quality and playability. It is also important to check the tension of the strings and
adjust the truss rod as needed to maintain the guitar's playability.

4. Check and maintain the frets: The frets should be checked regularly for wear and tear. If
the frets are worn, they may need to be replaced or refretted by a professional luthier.

5. Take your guitar to a professional for maintenance and repairs: Regular maintenance
and repairs by a professional luthier are important to keep your Martin OM-45 in top
condition. A luthier can perform tasks such as adjusting the truss rod, fixing cracks or
other damage, and replacing worn parts.

It is important to note that the Martin OM 45 is a unique and complex instrument, and as such,
it requires specialized care and maintenance. If you are unsure about how to care for your
guitar or if you notice any issues, it is recommended to take it to a professional luthier for
inspection and repair. Proper care and maintenance can help ensure that your Martin OM-45
remains in excellent condition for years to come.

Conclusion

The Martin OM-45 is a highly sought-after guitar that is known for its exquisite craftsmanship,
premium materials, and exceptional sound quality. Its intricate pearl inlay work and elegant
design elements make it a true luxury instrument that is highly prized by collectors and
musicians alike.

As one of the most coveted guitars in the world, the Martin OM-45 is not widely available and
can command a high price. However, for those who are willing to invest in a high-quality
instrument, the Martin OM-45 is an excellent choice. Its warm, rich tone and versatile playability
make it suitable for a wide range of playing styles and genres.

Proper maintenance and care are essential to keep the Martin OM-45 in top condition and
preserve its value. With regular maintenance and professional repairs as needed, the Martin
OM-45 can be a treasured instrument that can be enjoyed for generations.

In conclusion, the Martin OM-45 is a masterpiece of craftsmanship and a symbol of luxury and
elegance in the world of acoustic guitars. For those who appreciate the finest instruments and
are willing to invest in quality, the Martin OM-45 is a top-tier choice that will not disappoint.
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