
The Martin D21: A Guitar That Delivers Performance and
Style

When it comes to finding the perfect guitar that delivers both exceptional performance and style,
the Martin D21 is a popular choice among guitar enthusiasts. With its rich history, unique
features, and exceptional sound quality, the Martin D21 has become a timeless classic that
continues to capture the hearts of musicians and collectors alike.

In this article, we'll take an in-depth look at the Martin D21, exploring its history, features,
benefits, sound quality, design and craftsmanship, price, and availability. Whether you're a
seasoned guitarist or a beginner looking to invest in a high-quality instrument, this article will
provide you with all the information you need to make an informed decision about the Martin
D21. So let's dive in and explore the world of the Martin D21!

History of Martin D21

The Martin D21 was first introduced in 1955, as a new addition to the Martin dreadnought line.
The guitar was designed to meet the needs of musicians who were looking for a guitar that
offered both powerful projection and rich tonal characteristics.

One of the unique features of the Martin D21 is its back and sides, which are made from solid
rosewood. This gave the guitar a warm and mellow tone that was well-suited to a variety of
playing styles. The top of the guitar was made from solid spruce, which provided a bright and
clear sound that cut through even the loudest bands.

Over the years, the Martin D21 has undergone a number of changes and improvements, as the
company has sought to refine its design and construction. For example, in 1969, the Martin D21
was updated with a new bracing system, which improved its overall tonal balance and
projection. In 2000, Martin introduced a new version of the D21, which featured a modified V-
shaped neck and a high-performance neck taper, making it even easier to play.

Despite these changes, the Martin D21 has remained true to its roots, offering musicians a
powerful and versatile guitar that is equally at home in the studio or on stage. Today, the Martin
D21 is recognized as one of the most iconic and beloved guitars of all time, with a rich history
and a loyal following among guitar enthusiasts around the world.

                               1 / 7

https://amartin.store/


Features and Benefits of Martin D21

The Martin D21 is a guitar that is renowned for its unique features and exceptional benefits.
Let's take a closer look at some of the key features and benefits of the Martin D21:

1. Solid Rosewood Back and Sides: The Martin D21 is known for its solid rosewood back
and sides, which provide a warm and mellow tone that is well-suited to a variety of
playing styles. Rosewood is a dense and hard wood that is prized for its tonal qualities,
making it an ideal choice for the back and sides of the guitar.

2. Solid Spruce Top: The top of the Martin D21 is made from solid spruce, which provides
a bright and clear sound that cuts through even the loudest bands. Spruce is a
lightweight and resonant wood that is widely considered to be one of the best
tonewoods for acoustic guitars.
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3. Scalloped X-Bracing: The Martin D21 features a scalloped X-bracing system, which
provides a balanced and full-bodied tone with exceptional projection. This bracing
system is designed to support the soundboard while allowing it to vibrate freely, resulting
in a rich and complex sound.

4. Modified V-Shaped Neck: The Martin D21 features a modified V-shaped neck that is
comfortable to play and provides excellent control and stability. The neck is made from
select hardwood, and is designed to be easy to play, even for extended periods of time.

5. High-Performance Neck Taper: The Martin D21 features a high-performance neck taper
that is designed to make it easier to play complex chords and intricate fingerpicking
patterns. The taper is designed to allow the player to move up and down the neck
quickly and easily, with minimal effort.

6. Premium Design and Craftsmanship: The Martin D21 is renowned for its premium
design and craftsmanship, with every detail carefully considered and executed to the
highest standards. From the carefully selected tonewoods to the intricate inlay work, the
Martin D21 is a work of art that is built to last a lifetime.

In summary, the Martin D21 is a guitar that offers a unique combination of features and benefits,
including solid rosewood back and sides, a solid spruce top, scalloped X-bracing, a modified V-
shaped neck, a high-performance neck taper, and premium design and craftsmanship. These
features and benefits combine to make the Martin D21 a guitar that delivers exceptional
performance and style, and is well-suited to a wide range of playing styles and musical genres.

Sound Quality of Martin D21

The sound quality of the Martin D21 is one of its most notable features, with a rich and complex
tone that is well-suited to a wide range of playing styles and musical genres. Let's take a closer
look at the sound quality of the Martin D21:

1. Warm and Mellow Tone: The solid rosewood back and sides of the Martin D21 provide a
warm and mellow tone that is well-suited to strumming and fingerpicking. This tonal
characteristic is particularly well-suited to acoustic blues and folk music.

2. Bright and Clear Sound: The solid spruce top of the Martin D21 provides a bright and
clear sound that is well-suited to a wide range of musical genres, including country,
bluegrass, and pop. The spruce top also provides exceptional projection, making the 
Martin D21 a great guitar for live performance.

3. Balanced and Full-Bodied Tone: The scalloped X-bracing system of the Martin D21
provides a balanced and full-bodied tone that is well-suited to a wide range of playing
styles. This bracing system is designed to support the soundboard while allowing it to
vibrate freely, resulting in a rich and complex sound.
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4. Exceptional Projection: The Martin D21 is known for its exceptional projection, with a
sound that cuts through even the loudest bands. This makes it a great guitar for live
performance, particularly in situations where the guitar needs to be heard over other
instruments.

5. Versatile Sound: The Martin D21 is a versatile guitar that is well-suited to a wide range
of playing styles and musical genres. Whether you're playing blues, folk, country, or
rock, the Martin D21 is a guitar that can deliver the sound you need.

In summary, the Martin D21 is a guitar that delivers exceptional sound quality, with a warm and
mellow tone, bright and clear sound, balanced and full-bodied tone, exceptional projection, and
versatile sound. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned professional, the sound quality of the
Martin D21 is sure to impress.

Design and Craftsmanship of Martin D21

The Martin D21 is renowned for its exceptional design and craftsmanship, with every detail
carefully considered and executed to the highest standards. Let's take a closer look at the
design and craftsmanship of the Martin D21:

1. Select Tonewoods: The Martin D21 is crafted from select tonewoods, including solid
rosewood for the back and sides, and solid spruce for the top. These tonewoods are
carefully selected for their tonal qualities, ensuring that the guitar delivers exceptional
sound quality.

2. Scalloped X-Bracing: The Martin D21 features a scalloped X-bracing system, which is
designed to provide optimal support for the soundboard while allowing it to vibrate freely.
This results in a rich and complex tone that is well-suited to a wide range of playing
styles.

3. Premium Inlays: The Martin D21 features premium inlay work, including abalone pearl
inlays on the fingerboard, rosette, and headstock. These inlays add a touch of elegance
and style to the guitar, while also serving as a testament to the exceptional
craftsmanship that goes into each Martin D21.

4. High-Performance Neck Taper: The Martin D21 features a high-performance neck taper
that is designed to make it easier to play complex chords and intricate fingerpicking
patterns. The taper is designed to allow the player to move up and down the neck
quickly and easily, with minimal effort.

5. Handcrafted in the USA: The Martin D21 is handcrafted in the USA, with every detail
carefully considered and executed to the highest standards. This ensures that each
Martin D21 is a unique work of art that is built to last a lifetime.
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6. Attention to Detail: The Martin D21 is crafted with exceptional attention to detail, with
every aspect of the guitar carefully considered and executed to the highest standards.
From the fretwork to the finish, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is built to perfection.

In summary, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is renowned for its exceptional design and
craftsmanship, with select tonewoods, scalloped X-bracing, premium inlays, a high-performance
neck taper, handcrafted construction, and exceptional attention to detail. Whether you're a
collector or a musician, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is sure to impress.

Price and Availability of Martin D21

The Martin D21 is a high-end guitar that is priced accordingly. The current market price for a
new Martin D21 ranges from $3,299 to $3,999, depending on the specific model and features.
While this may seem like a steep price, it is important to keep in mind that the Martin D21 is a
guitar that is built to last a lifetime, with exceptional sound quality and craftsmanship that is
unparalleled in the industry.

In terms of availability, the Martin D21 is widely available from a variety of retailers, both online
and in brick-and-mortar stores. However, it is important to note that the Martin D21 is a high-end
guitar that is not always in stock, particularly in certain regions or at certain times of the year. It
is recommended that you do your research and shop around to find the best price and
availability for the Martin D21.

When compared to other guitars in its class, the Martin D21 is priced competitively, particularly
when you consider the exceptional sound quality and craftsmanship that it offers. While there
are certainly less expensive guitars on the market, few can match the quality and performance
of the Martin D21.

In summary, the Martin D21 is a high-end guitar that is priced accordingly, with a current market
price ranging from $3,299 to $3,999. While it may be a significant investment, the Martin D21 is
a guitar that is built to last a lifetime, with exceptional sound quality and craftsmanship that is
unparalleled in the industry. If you are looking for a guitar that delivers both performance and
style, the Martin D21 is definitely worth considering.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is renowned for its exceptional performance and
style, with a rich history, unique features, exceptional sound quality, premium design and
craftsmanship, and a competitive price. Whether you're a seasoned professional or a beginner
looking to invest in a high-quality instrument, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is well-suited to a
wide range of playing styles and musical genres.

The solid rosewood back and sides, solid spruce top, scalloped X-bracing, modified V-shaped
neck, high-performance neck taper, premium design and craftsmanship, exceptional attention to
detail, and competitive price all combine to make the Martin D21 a guitar that is truly
exceptional. With its rich history and loyal following, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is sure to
impress, both on stage and in the studio.
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If you are looking for a guitar that delivers both performance and style, the Martin D21 is
definitely worth considering. With its exceptional sound quality, premium design and
craftsmanship, and competitive price, the Martin D21 is a guitar that is sure to provide you with
years of enjoyment and inspiration. So why wait? Discover the world of the Martin D21 today,
and experience the magic of one of the most iconic and beloved guitars of all time.
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