
Martin OM-28 Acoustic Guitars: Where Tradition Meets
Modernity

Martin OM 28 acoustic guitars are some of the most sought-after guitars in the market. With
their rich history and reputation for quality craftsmanship, Martin guitars are known for their
blend of traditional and modern features. In this article, we will explore the design and
construction of Martin OM-28 guitars, as well as their unique features and sound quality. We will
also examine the value for money offered by Martin OM-28 guitars, as well as the investment
benefits of owning one. Additionally, we will compile customer reviews and testimonials about
Martin OM-28 guitars and provide tips on how to properly care for them. Finally, we will recap
the benefits of investing in Martin OM-28 guitars and provide some key factors to consider when
making your investment decision. Let's dive in!
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Design and Construction of Martin OM-28 Guitars

Martin OM-28 guitars are known for their exceptional design and construction. They feature a
000-14 fret body size, with a solid Sitka spruce top and solid East Indian rosewood back and
sides. The neck is made from select hardwood and features an ebony fingerboard with 20 frets
and diamond and square inlays. The bridge is also made from ebony and features a
compensated bone saddle.

The design of the OM-28 is a tribute to Martin's rich history, with its small-bodied style
reminiscent of the guitars of the 1930s. However, the guitar also incorporates modern features,
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such as the scalloped X-bracing pattern, which provides greater sustain and resonance.

The construction of Martin OM 28 guitars is a meticulous process that involves the use of only
the finest materials. The solid Sitka spruce top is carefully selected for its tonal properties, while
the solid East Indian rosewood back and sides provide a warm, balanced sound. The neck is
shaped and sanded by hand to ensure a comfortable playing experience, while the fingerboard
is carefully planed and finished to provide a smooth surface for the player.

Modern technology also plays a role in the construction of Martin OM-28 guitars. Computer-
controlled machinery is used to shape and cut the materials to precise measurements, ensuring
consistency and accuracy. However, despite the use of modern technology, the guitars are still
largely handcrafted by skilled luthiers who take great pride in their work.

Overall, the design and construction of Martin OM-28 guitars combine traditional and modern
elements to create a guitar that is both aesthetically pleasing and sonically superior. The
attention to detail and use of high-quality materials ensure that each guitar is a true work of art
that will provide years of enjoyment for the player.

Features and Sound Quality of Martin OM-28 Guitars

Martin OM-28 guitars are known for their unique features and exceptional sound quality. Let's
take a closer look at what sets them apart from other acoustic guitars in the market.

Unique Features:

One of the unique features of Martin OM-28 guitars is their 000-14 fret body size. This size is
smaller than the traditional dreadnought body size, which gives the guitar a more intimate and
focused sound. Additionally, the scalloped X-bracing pattern, which was introduced in the
1930s, provides greater sustain and resonance. The use of solid Sitka spruce for the top and
solid East Indian rosewood for the back and sides also contributes to the guitar's rich and
balanced sound.

The neck of Martin OM-28 guitars is also designed with the player in mind. The select hardwood
neck is shaped and sanded by hand to ensure a comfortable playing experience. The ebony
fingerboard with 20 frets and diamond and square inlays provides a smooth surface for the
player to navigate.

Sound Quality:

Martin OM 28 guitars are known for their exceptional sound quality. The smaller body size and
scalloped X-bracing pattern provide a focused sound with greater sustain and resonance. The
use of high-quality materials, such as solid Sitka spruce and solid East Indian rosewood, also
contributes to the guitar's rich and balanced sound.

The sound of Martin OM-28 guitars can be described as warm, clear, and articulate. The guitar's
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midrange frequencies are particularly pronounced, which makes it ideal for fingerpicking and
solo playing. However, the guitar can also hold its own in an ensemble setting, thanks to its
balanced sound.

Comparison to Other Acoustic Guitars:

When compared to other acoustic guitars in the market, Martin OM-28 guitars hold their own in
terms of sound quality and unique features. The smaller body size and scalloped X-bracing
pattern set them apart from other guitars, while the use of high-quality materials ensures that
they produce a rich and balanced sound.

Overall, Martin OM-28 guitars are a top choice for players who value exceptional sound quality
and unique features. Whether you're a fingerpicker or a strummer, this guitar will provide a rich
and rewarding playing experience.

Value for Money

Martin OM-28 guitars are undoubtedly high-end instruments, with prices that reflect their
exceptional quality and craftsmanship. However, many players believe that they offer excellent
value for money. Let's take a closer look at what makes Martin OM-28 guitars worth the
investment.

Pricing:

The price of Martin OM-28 guitars can vary depending on factors such as the year of
manufacture, the condition of the instrument, and any additional features or customization. On
average, a new Martin OM-28 guitar can cost anywhere from $3,000 to $4,000, while vintage
models can cost significantly more.

Value for Money:

Despite their high price tag, many players believe that Martin OM-28 guitars offer excellent
value for money. This is due to several factors. Firstly, the quality of craftsmanship and
materials used in the construction of these guitars ensures that they will last a lifetime with
proper care. This means that players can enjoy their Martin OM-28 guitar for years to come,
without having to worry about costly repairs or replacements.

Secondly, Martin guitars are known for their excellent resale value. This means that players who
invest in a Martin OM-28 guitar can expect to recoup a significant portion of their investment if
they decide to sell the guitar in the future. In fact, vintage Martin guitars have been known to
appreciate in value over time, making them a potentially lucrative investment.

Lastly, Martin OM-28 guitars offer exceptional sound quality and unique features that are not
found in other guitars in the market. This means that players who invest in a Martin OM-28
guitar are getting a one-of-a-kind instrument that is truly worth the investment.
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Comparison to Other High-End Acoustic Guitars:

When compared to other high-end acoustic guitars in the market, Martin OM-28 guitars hold
their own in terms of value for money. While they may be priced higher than some other high-
end acoustic guitars, their exceptional quality and craftsmanship ensure that they provide
excellent value in the long run.

Overall, if you're looking for a high-end acoustic guitar that offers exceptional value for money, a
Martin OM-28 guitar is an excellent choice. Its exceptional quality, resale value, and unique
features make it a top investment for any serious player..

Investment Benefits of Martin OM-28 Guitars

Investing in a Martin OM 28 guitar can offer several benefits beyond the enjoyment of playing a
high-quality instrument. Let's take a closer look at some of the investment benefits of owning a
Martin OM-28 guitar.

Appreciation in Value:

Martin guitars, in general, are known for their excellent resale value, with many vintage models
appreciating in value over time. This means that if you invest in a Martin OM-28 guitar, you may
be able to recoup a significant portion of your investment if you decide to sell the guitar in the
future. In fact, some vintage Martin guitars have been known to sell for several times their
original purchase price.

Potential for Returns on Investment:

In addition to the appreciation in value, owning a Martin OM-28 guitar can also offer potential
returns on investment. This is especially true if you purchase a vintage model that is rare or has
a unique history. These guitars can be highly sought after by collectors and can command a
premium price at auction or in private sales.

Prestige and Rarity:

Owning a Martin OM-28 guitar can also offer intangible benefits, such as prestige and rarity.
Martin guitars are known for their exceptional quality and craftsmanship, and owning one can
signal to other players and enthusiasts that you take your music seriously. Additionally, certain
models of Martin guitars, such as vintage or limited-edition models, can be extremely rare,
making them highly sought after by collectors.

Overall, investing in a Martin OM-28 guitar can offer several benefits beyond the enjoyment of
playing a high-quality instrument. With their potential for appreciation in value, potential returns
on investment, and prestige, Martin OM-28 guitars are a top choice for players and collectors
who are looking for a valuable and rewarding investment.
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Reviews and Testimonials

Martin OM-28 guitars have received glowing reviews and testimonials from players and critics
alike. Let's take a look at some of the feedback that these guitars have received.

Customer Reviews:

Many players rave about the exceptional sound quality and playability of Martin OM-28 guitars.
One customer writes, "The tone is beautiful and balanced, with a warm and articulate sound.
The neck is comfortable and easy to play, and the guitar is just a joy to pick up and play."

Another customer adds, "The OM-28 is a truly exceptional guitar that can handle anything from
fingerpicking to strumming. The craftsmanship and attention to detail are evident in every aspect
of the guitar."

Critics:

Critics have also praised Martin OM-28 guitars for their exceptional quality and unique features.
Acoustic Guitar Magazine writes, "The Martin OM-28 is an exceptional guitar that offers a
perfect blend of vintage and modern features. The sound is warm and articulate, with a focused
midrange that is perfect for fingerpicking."

Guitar World Magazine adds, "The Martin OM-28 is a top choice for players who are looking for
a high-quality, versatile guitar that can handle anything from bluegrass to folk. The smaller body
size and scalloped X-bracing pattern provide a unique sound that sets it apart from other guitars
in the market."

Impact on Investment Value:

The positive feedback and testimonials about Martin OM 28 guitars can have a significant
impact on their investment value. As more players and critics praise the exceptional quality and
unique features of these guitars, their resale value may increase, making them a more valuable
investment over time.

Overall, the positive reviews and testimonials about Martin OM-28 guitars speak to their
exceptional quality and unique features. Whether you're a seasoned player or a collector
looking for a valuable investment, a Martin OM-28 guitar is sure to provide years of enjoyment
and appreciation.

Maintenance and Care of Martin OM-28 Guitars

Proper maintenance and care are essential for ensuring that your Martin OM-28 guitar stays in
top condition and retains its value over time. Here are some tips for properly maintaining and
caring for your Martin OM-28 guitar:
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1. Keep it in its case when not in use: This will protect the guitar from dust, humidity, and
temperature fluctuations.

2. Use a humidifier: Martin guitars are made from solid wood, which can be affected by
changes in humidity. Using a humidifier in the guitar's case can help maintain a
consistent humidity level and prevent the wood from drying out or cracking.

3. Clean it regularly: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the guitar after each use. You can
also use a guitar polish to clean the finish, but be sure to avoid getting any polish on the
fretboard or other areas where it could affect the sound or playability of the guitar.

4. Change the strings regularly: Over time, the strings on your Martin OM-28 guitar will
become worn and lose their tone. It's recommended that you change the strings every
3-6 months, depending on how frequently you play.

5. Get it serviced by a professional: If you notice any issues with your guitar, such as
buzzing or intonation problems, it's important to get it serviced by a professional luthier.
They can diagnose and fix any issues and ensure that your guitar is in top playing
condition.

6. Avoid exposing it to extreme temperatures or humidity: Extreme heat or cold, as well as
high humidity or dryness, can damage your guitar. Avoid leaving it in a car or other area
where it may be exposed to extreme temperatures, and store it in a climate-controlled
area.

By following these tips, you can help ensure that your Martin OM-28 guitar stays in top condition
and retains its value over time. Proper maintenance and care are essential for any high-quality
instrument, and a Martin guitar is no exception.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, Martin OM-28 guitars are exceptional instruments that offer a perfect blend of
traditional and modern features. With their unique 000-14 fret body size, scalloped X-bracing
pattern, and high-quality materials, they provide a warm, balanced sound that is perfect for
fingerpicking and solo playing.

Investing in a Martin OM-28 guitar can offer several benefits beyond the enjoyment of playing a
high-quality instrument. With their potential for appreciation in value, potential returns on
investment, and prestige, they are a top choice for players and collectors who are looking for a
valuable and rewarding investment.

Proper maintenance and care are essential for ensuring that your Martin OM-28 guitar stays in
top condition and retains its value over time. By following some basic tips, you can help ensure
that your guitar stays in top playing condition for years to come.

Overall, if you're looking for a high-quality acoustic guitar that offers exceptional sound quality,
unique features, and investment value, a Martin OM-28 guitar is an excellent choice. With its
exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail, it's a true work of art that will provide years of
enjoyment and appreciation for the player.
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